
 

SAMPLE PRACTICE SET - 01 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

Directions (Qs. 1 & 2): Choose the word that is nearest in meaning to the 
given word. 

1. Abrogate 
(a) Revoke informally 
(b) Revoke formally 
(c) Accept informally 
(d) Accept formally 

2. Extol 
(a) Glorify 
(b) Dishonour 
(c) Provoke 
(d) Announce 

3. Select the word closely related to buttress. 
(a) Negate 
(b) Buttering 
(c) Mock 
(d) Strengthen 

4. IMPROMPTU: He has the gift of the gab and even his impromptu speeches 
receive thunderous applause. 
(a) Extempore 
(b) Erroneous 
(c) Instinctive 
(d) Voluntary 

Directions (Qs. 5 & 6): Choose the most appropriate word that is nearly 
opposite in meaning to the given word. 

5. CORROBORATE: 
(a) Deny 
(b) Differentiate 
(c) Affirm 
(d) Create artificially 

6. AFFABLE: 
(a) Friendly 
(b) Surly 
(c) Winsome 
(d) Livid 

       



 

7. What is the opposite of “Hapless”? 
(a) kind 
(b) significant 
(c) lucky 
(d) distinct 

8. Which is not a synonym for ‘accumulation’? 
(a) Collection 
(b) Conglomeration 
(c) Assemblage 
(d) Collagen 

9. What is the opposite of Progressive? 
(a) Conservative 
(b) Prolegomenon 
(c) Proclamation 
(d) Proscriptive 

Directions (Qs. 10 to 12): Which of the following spellings is correct? 

10. (a) Arguement 
(b) Argument 
(c) Arguemant 
(d) Arguemint 

11. (a) Amiable 
(b) Aly 
(c) Alow 
(d) Alot 

12. (a) Bonny 
(b) Boaste 
(c) Bounc 
(d) Bridl 

13. Which of the following spellings is correct ‘for a page at the beginning of a 
book? 
(a) Foreward 
(b) Forword 
(c) Forworde 
(d) Foreword 

Directions (Qs. 14 to 18): Legal phrases are followed by four meanings. 
Choose the most appropriate option. 

14. Given the meaning of quid pro quo 
(a) quit the job 
(b) favourable opinion 
(c) revenge 
(d) something in return 

15. ‘Persona non grata’ means 



 

(a) An unwelcome person 
(b) Personal favour which is illegal 
(c) Prisoners of war 
(d) Person not eligible for subsidies or grants 

16. ‘Ultra Vires’ is a term used for: 
(a) A document corrupted by virus 
(b) An act beyond the authority of law 
(c) An act authorised by law 
(d) An illegal act 

17. The phrase ‘de facto’ means 
(a) all the facts 
(b) all the facts and figures 
(c) bona fide 
(d) for all practical purposes 

18. The term sine die means 
(a) Indefinitely 
(b) Inadequate 
(c) Signature by a person on death bed 
(d) Continuously 

Directions (Qs. 19 to 22): Read the following passage carefully and choose 
the best answer to each question out of the four alternatives. 

Civil and Political rights and socio-economic rights do not exist in a state of 
antagonism. The conditions necessary for realising or fulfilling socio-economic 
rights do not postulate the subversion of political freedom. The reason for this is 
simple. Socio-economic entitlements must yield true benefits to those for whom 
they are intended. This can be achieved by eliminating rent-seeking behaviour 
and by preventing the capture of social welfare benefits by persons who are not 
entitled to them. Capture of social welfare benefits can be obviated only when 
political systems are transparent and when there is a free flow of information 
Opacity ensures benefits to those who monopolize scarce economic resources. 
On the other hand, conditions where civil and political freedoms flourish ensure 
that governmental policies are subject to critique and assessment. it is this 
scrutiny which sub-serves the purpose of ensuring that socio-economic benefits 
actually permeate to the underprivileged for whom they are meant. Conditions 
of freedom and a vibrant assertion of civil and political rights promote a 
constant review of the justness of socio-economic programmes and of their 
effectiveness in addressing deprivation and want. Scrutiny of public affairs is 
founded upon the existence of freedom. hence civil and political rights and 
sociao-economic rights are complementary and not mutually exclusive. 

19. According to the passage, assertion of rights __________. 
(a) is frowned upon 
(b) must be discouraged 



 

(c) promotes just social policies 
(d) is desirable 

20. Which of the following statements best conveys the idea of the passage? 
1. Civil and political rights and social and economic rights are opposed to 

each other. 
2. Political freedom must be compromised to realize rights. 
3. Existence of criticism of government is a proof of vibrant assertion of 

civil and political rights. 
4. Transparency ensures equitable distribution of resources. 
(a) 2 and 4 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 3 and 4 

21. According to the passage capture of social benefits _________. 
(a) ensures accountability 
(b) must be discouraged to ensure equitable distribution of resources 
(c) is an evil necessity 
(d) should be encouraged to maintain free flow of information 

22. ‘Opacity’ means: 
(a) Ostensible 
(b) Transparent 
(c) Unclear 
(d) Opal like 

Directions (Qs. 23 to 25): Rearrange the given six sentences K, L, M, N, O 
an P in the proper sequence so as to form a meaningful paragraph and then 
answer the questions that follows. 

(K) The subjugation or enslavement of the people and countries is fast 
becoming a thing of the past. 

(L) Since then the progress in science and technology and in other 
branches of knowledge has resulted in the betterment of the 
conditions of life in many countries. 

(M) The Industrial Revolution in England about the middle of the 
eighteenth century was history’s great leap forward. 

(N) All this is one credit of modern civilisation. 

(O) Society has been progressing and improving for thousands of 
years. 

(P) The span of human life has been enlarged, the condition of the 
labouring classes in many countries has improved, knowledge and 
education have made great strides, the treatment of children has 
become more humane, feats of engineering have done wonders, 
democracy and freedom have been granted to most countries of 



 

the world, and a very much larger percentage of people have 
become entitled to the good things of life. 

23. Which sentence should come fifth in the paragraph? 
(a) P 
(b) K 
(c) N 
(d) L 

24. Which sentence should come first in the paragraph? 
(a) O 
(b) M 
(c) P 
(d) K 

25. Which sentence should come third in the paragraph? 
(a) N 
(b) M 
(c) P 
(d) L 

26. P: “To play great music”, he said, “you must keep your eyes on a distant  
     star.” 
Q: Eleven years old, I was taking a violin lesson with Georges Enesco, my 

teacher, in his Paris studio. 
R: At the time, I took this to mean, simply, “Give your very best to every 

piece.” 
S: A deep-chested, powerful man with a rugged, gentle face, Enesco 

looked at me across the violin he held unifier his chin, and shook his 
bow. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) Q P R S 
(b) Q S P R 
(c) S P R Q 
(d) S P Q R 

Directions (Qs. 27 to 29): In the following questions four alternatives are 
given for the idiom/phrase italicised and underlined in the sentence. Choose 
the alternative which most appropriately expresses the meaning of the 
idom/phrase. 

27. Professor Giri said, ‘We will have to “cover a lot of ground” in the course’. 
What did he mean by “cover a lot of ground”? 
(a) We have to skip a large part of syllabus 
(b) We have to complete a lot of material 
(c) We have to start from basics 
(d) We have to travel a lot 

28. Ramesh said to me, You “have the floor” What does this mean? 



 

(a) You have practically won 
(b) You have full right to disagree 
(c) You have full permission to speak your mind now 
(d) You have tenancy rights over the property’s floor 

29. “To play second fiddle” means 
(a) To support the role and view of another person 
(b) To act like a minor criminal 
(c) To deceive your superior 
(d) To play the second musical instrument 

Directions (Q. 31 & 31): Choose the exact meaning of the idoms/phrases. 

30. A bread and butter letter is 
(a) An appointment letter 
(b) A contract termination letter 
(c) A letter to thank a host 
(d) A request to get donation for a noble cause 

31. As the crow flies 
(a) To wander in jungles 
(b) In a straight line 
(c) To protect environment 
(d) To travel to a foreign land 

Directions (Qs. 32 to 35): Find the best alternative for the given sentences: 

32. POLYGLOT – is someone who 
(a) has more than one spouse 
(b) drinks too much 
(c) plays more than one sport 
(d) speaks many languages 

33. The act of killing one’s wife 
(a) Avicide 
(b) Uxoricide 
(c) Genocide 
(d) Canicide 

34. Government by priest or Government which has its State religion 
(a) Aristocracy 
(b) Oligarchy 
(c) Theocracy 
(d) Sacerdotal 

35. A severe deserved punishment is 
(a) Retribution 
(b) Revisionism 
(c) Repartee 
(d) Abdication 



 

Directions (Qs. 36 & 39): Choose the most appropriate option to fill in the 
blanks: 

36. In have never seen ________ painting before. 
(a) as beautiful 
(b) so beautiful 
(c) such a beautiful 
(d) any beautiful 

37. They ________ learning classical music next year 
(a) will have been 
(b) will be 
(c) will 
(d) will have to 

38. A lyre was played in ancient Rome. The lyre is a ........................ . 
(a) stringed instrument in the harp class 
(b) wind instrument in the wind class 
(c) percussion instrument in the leap class 
(d) a combination of wind and percussion instruments 

39. The President has a .......................... of ......................... around him when 
he make public appearances. 
(a) catalyst, individuals 
(b) barrier, catalysts 
(c) hedge, protection 
(d) derrick, limits 

Directions (Qs. 40 to 44): Read the following newspaper report and put the 
verbs in brackets into the most suitable form. Indicate your choice in the 
provided box. 

A woman ...40... (take) to hospital after her car collided with a lorry near Noida 
yesterday. She ....41... (allow) home later after treatment. The road ...42... 
(block) for an hour after the accident, and traffic had to ...43... (divert). A police 
inspector said afterwards: ‘The woman was lucky. She could ...44... (kill). 

40. (a) is taken 
(b) took 
(c) was taken 
(d) take 

41. (a) allow 
(b) is allowed 
(c) allowed 
(d) was allowed 

42. (a) was blocked 
(b) block 
(c) is blocked 
(d) be blocked 



 

43. (a) diverted 
(b) be diverted 
(c) was diverted 
(d) is diverted 

44. (a) was killed 
(b) have been killed 
(c) killed 
(d) kill 

Directions (Qs. 45 & 46): Choose the sentence which is incorrect 
grammatically. 

45. (a) Sita is more intelligent and wise than Rita. 
(b) The wisest man that ever lived made mistakes. 
(c) I doubt if Ravi will come. 
(d) The flowers smelt sweet. 

46. (a) I am looking forward to receiving your reply. 
(b) Each boy and every girl was given rewards. 
(c) I can run as fast, if not faster, than you. 
(d) I can reproduce this lesson word for word. 

Directions (Qs. 47 & 48): Choose the correct option for each of the 
following questions: 

47. (a) Please stop interfering with my romantic life. 
(b) Please stop interfering into my romantic life. 
(c) Please stop interfering for my romantic life. 
(d) Please stop interfering in my romantic life. 

48. (a) The Titanic did not reach it’s destination. 
(b) The Titanic did not reach her destination. 
(c) The Titanic did not reach their destination. 
(d) The Titanic did not reach his destination. 

49. Identify the incorrect sentence/sentences: 
A. I want to do an MBA before going into business. 
B. Priti’s husband has been on active service for three months. 
C. The horse suddenly broke into a buckle. 
D. I need to file an insurance claim. 
(a) B and A 
(b) C only 
(c) B and C 
(d) B, C and D 

50. Choose the grammatically correct sentence from the options given below: 
(a) Surprisingly, given the recent labour problems in the factory, the 

factory manager has enjoyed considerable support from they who had 
previously challenged his leadership. 



 

(b) Surprisingly, given the recent labour problems in the factory, the 
factory manager has enjoyed considerable support from them who had 
previously challenged his leadership. 

(c) Surprisingly, given the recent labour problems in the factory, the 
factory manager has enjoyed considerable support from he who had 
previously challenged his leadership. 

(d) Surprisingly, given the recent labour problems in the factory, the 
factory manager has enjoyed considerable support from those who had 
previously challenged his leadership. 

 
  



 

SAMPLE PRACTICE SET - 01 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

ANSWER KEY 
 

1 b 11 a 21 b 31 b 41 d 

2 a 12 a 22 c 32 d 42 a 

3 d 13 d 23 b 33 b 43 b 

4 a 14 d 24 a 34 c 44 b 

5 a 15 a 25 d 35 a 45 a 

6 b 16 b 26 b 36 c 46 c 

7 c 17 d 27 b 37 b 47 d 

8 d 18 a 28 c 38 a 48 b 

9 a 19 c 29 a 39 c 49 b 

10 b 20 d 30 c 40 c 50 d 

 

       


